Draft One
Subject to Parish Council ratification

Mitford Parish Council
Meeting Minutes

The Parish Council met at 7.30pm, on Wednesday 6nd November 2024 at the Village Hall, Mitford.

Present: 
Councillors:  Chair – Mike Sharp (M.S.), Eric Dodd (E.D.), Ted Rodger (T.R.), Carole Burn (C.B.) and Michael Jeans (M.J.).
Also: Rev Elaine Jones.
Damian McEnroe (D.M.) - Clerk

1: Chairs Opening Remarks.
The chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.

2: Public Participation.
No members of the public were present.

3: Apologies for absence.
Apologies were received from C. Cllr Glen Sanderson and Cllr Matt Skillen

4: Declaration of any interests and the grants of any dispensations.
T.R. – Village Hall.

5: Report from the County Councillor.
No report had been received.

6: Report from the Police.
The report from the police, previously circulated was discussed.

7: Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 2nd October 2024.
The minutes were accepted as a true record and signed by the chair.
8: Any other matters arising from the minutes if not already on the agenda.
A38 – Cllr C.B. is awaiting a response to the signage quote request.
A39 – Cllr M.Sk. to ask the village warden for an update.
A40 – Rev E.J. confirmed the money had been received and used to purchase provisions.
A41 – The advert has been placed with NALC and is also on the Parish Council website, however no interest had been shown to date.
The chair said that he was aware of another clerk who performed the role and with the agreement of all, he would approach the person concerned to see if they were interested in the position. All agreed.

9: Financial matters.
9.1 The accounts and current bank balance, previously circulated, were agreed upon as correct. 
9.2 The following payments were approved:
G. Christie	Grounds Maintenance Oct 2024		£172.00
9.3 Following on from an assessment previously circulated by the clerk which included anticipated future rises in wages of the clerk due to backdated wage awards agreed with the Local Government association, and the costs charged by the Village Warden due to increased Employer N.I. contributions and a rise in the minimum wage the precept level for financial year 2024/25 was then discussed.

Current funds are strong but a large proportion has already been earmarked for capital projects (Hub resilience to the Village Hall, and an interactive speed sign for Tranwell Woods) and so it was unanimously agreed that the precept should be increased by 4% which would collect an extra £372 per year for the parish.
The clerk will submit the necessary paperwork. ACTION 42/2024 (D.M.)

10: Parish Round-up.
The clerk has recently made an application to N.C.C. for £25K to build a bus shelter on the south side of the B6524 opposite Piramal. A response is awaited.
M.S. stated he had emailed Stewart Fullerton regarding future maintenance of both bus stops and awaited a reply.
The idea of installing a protective covering on the village greens has been discounted due to current legislation which protects surface interference of the greens. Prices for the previously agreed signs are being sought.


11: Planning Applications, both current and new.
	Ref No.
	Address
	Status
	Comments

	24/3139/FUL
	Birchwood, Tranwell Woods
	Application
	No objection on the provisor the old entrance ceases to be used by vehicles. Comment submitted.

	
	
	
	



There were no new applications.

12: Morpeth Neighbourhood Planning Review.
Cllr M.J. gave an overview of the current status of the review.

Morpeth is “ahead of the game” in terms of future housing provision, and there still remains a sizable amount of unallocated land which could be utilised for this purpose if required. There is a perceived need for sheltered and care provision as the general population of Morpeth ages.
M.S. informed the council he took part at a recent and well attended forum meeting on the plan where he was able to provide information to the public.
 
13: Highways.
New 30mph signs have been erected in Tranwell Woods and are currently being erected in Tranwell Village as part of the Gateway Project.
There is no current update on the land slippage project on the B6343 and due to the changing seasons, it is suspected that work may be delayed until after the winter. Both M.S. and C.B. have separately contacted N.C.C. requesting an update.


14: Village Hall.
T.R. reported that the committee has new members including a new treasurer so is in a much stronger position.
New events are taking place with buskers’ evenings and film shows being arranged.
An application under the Village Halls sustainability project has been submitted for consideration. Should this be unsuccessful then consideration will be given to renting, rather than purchasing the solar panels and batteries, and M.S. and T.R. will be attending a presentation on this on 18th November.


15: The Village Warden and other Environmental Matters. 
T.R. asked that the village warden be reminded to clear leaves within the village to try and prevent slippery surfaces forming. ACTION 43/2024 (M.Sk.) To be emailed by clerk.

16: P.C. Website
Rev E.J. gave a presentation on the work she had done in creating a skeleton version of a new website for the parish council. This was enthusiastically received by the members and she was thanked by all for her work and encouraged to continue. Cllr E.D. stated it was the intention the he, E.J. and the clerk will meet in the near future to continue the project.

17: Correspondence.
The free tree project conducted by N.C.C. was briefly discussed and it was agreed that it should be publicised throughout the parish with flyers being posted on P.C. noticeboards. ACTION 44/2024 (D.M., E.D., M.J.)

19: Any other Urgent Business.
E.D. asked if the next meeting could be postponed until the following Wednesday, 11th December 2024 as he had commitments which he was unable to cancel. This was agreed by all. ACTION 45/2024 D.M. to book hall and publicise new date.


20: Time and dates of next meetings.
7.30pm, Wednesday, 11th December 2024, 5th February 2025, and 5th March 2025.


Confirmed as a true record and signed by the chair…………………………………………

………………………………………………………………		Date…………………………….






ACTION SHEET
	Number
	Action By
	Description

	42
	D.M.
	Inform N.C.C. of new precept level

	43
	D.M.
	Remind warden to manage leaves in parish

	44
	D.M., E.D., M.J.
	Publicise free tree initiative.

	45
	D.M.
	Book hall and advertise new date for Dec meeting.
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